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Aryl 2-propynyl acetates undergo smooth allylation with
allylzinc bromide (generated in situ from allyl bromide and
zinc metal) in THF at room temperature under mild conditions
to furnish the corresponding 1,5-enynes in good to excellent
yields and with high selectivity. Indium metal is also found
to accomplish the nucleophilic substitution of aryl 2-propynylic
acetates with allyl bromide.

The stereoselective addition of allylmetal reagents to alde-
hydes referred to as the Barbier reaction has been recognized
as one of the most efficient methods for carbon–carbon bond
formation and has been extensively used in organic synthesis, es-
pecially in natural products synthesis.1 Aryl 2-propynyl alcohols
or acetates are well-known carbon electrophiles capable of
reacting with various nucleophiles and their ability to undergo
nucleophilic substitution reactions contributes largely to their
synthetic value.2,3 The Nicholas reaction has been widely used
as a powerful tool for the substitution of 2-propynylic alcohols.2

However, this method generally requires a stoichiometric
amount of Co2(CO)8 and several steps are necessary to obtain
the 2-propynylic product from 2-propynylic alcohols through
cationic 2-propynylic complexes.4–6 Subsequently, several tran-
sition-metal-catalyzed 2-propynylic substitutions have been re-
ported using ruthenium, rhenium(V), and gold(III) catalysts.7–12

Recently, boron(III) and bismuth(III) reagents have also been
used to accomplish this transformation.13–15 However, there
have been no reports on the allylation of aryl 2-propynylic
acetates with allyl bromide using zinc metal.

Herein, we report a simple and convenient method for the
allylation of aryl 2-propynyl acetates using allylzinc bromide
to produce 1,5-enynes. Initially, we attempted the allylation of
1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-3-phenylprop-2-ynyl acetate (1A) with allyl
bromide (2) in the presence of metallic zinc in THF. The reaction
went to completion in 25min at room temperature and the
desired product 3A was obtained in 85% yield (Scheme 1).

Similarly, various aryl 2-propynyl acetates underwent
smooth allylation with allylzinc bromide to afford the corre-
sponding pent-4-en-2-yl benzene derivatives in high yields
(Entries B–H, Table 1). In all cases, the reactions proceeded rap-
idly at room temperature. Interestingly, doubly activated aryl
2-propynyl acetates reacted effectively with allylzinc bromide
to furnish 1,5-enynes in high yields (Entries I and J, Table 1,
Scheme 2).

Furthermore, the acetate derived from 3-phenyl-1-(thio-
phen-2-yl)prop-2-yn-1-ol also participated in this reaction

(Entries K and L, Table 1). Simple alkyl acetates failed to under-
go allylation under the reaction conditions. This method was
successful only with aryl 2-propynyl acetates. It is noteworthy
to mention that 2-propynyl acetates bearing methoxy groups
on aromatic ring gave comparatively high yields than non-me-
thoxy 2-propynyl acetates. No additives or acidic promoters
are required for the reaction to proceed. As solvent, dichloro-
methane gave the best results. All products were characterized
by 1H, 13CNMR, IR, and mass spectrometry, and also by com-
parison with authentic samples.4–15 However, in the absence of
zinc metal, the reaction did not proceed even after an extended
reaction time (12 h). Although, the reaction was successful with
indium metal, the isolated yields (20–40%) were very low even
after longer reaction times (12–18 h). In contrast to indium, zinc
metal is readily available at low cost and is highly efficient in
promoting allylation. It should be noted that the allylation of
all substrates led exclusively to the formation of 2-propynylic
products and no traces of allenic side products were detected.
The scope of this process is illustrated with respect to various
aryl 2-propynyl acetates and the results are presented in
Table 1.16

In summary, we have demonstrated a simple, convenient,
and efficient protocol for the allylation of aryl 2-propynyl ace-
tates using allylzinc bromide. In addition to its efficiency, and
mild reaction conditions, this method provides high yields of
products with high selectivity, which makes it a useful and
attractive process for the synthesis of 1,5-enynes from aryl
propargyl acetates.
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aAll products were characterized by NMR, IR, and mass spectrometry. bYield
refers to pure products after chromatography. cReaction was performed in
refluxing THF.

Chemistry Letters Vol.37, No.9 (2008) 955

Published on the web (Advance View) August 9, 2008; doi:10.1246/cl.2008.954


